Wastewater Solutions Forum
Working Group

BSW&S Conference Room

March 4, 2009

Minutes

In attendance:  Scott Bosse, Mike Ducuennois, Ron Edwards, Kevin Germain, Jon Holtzman, Kevin Kelleher, Russ McElyea (Moonlight Basin), James Taylor.

1.
The meeting was called to order at 1:05.  The minutes of January 28 were 


motioned by Scott Bosse, seconded by Ron Edwards and approved.  ( Next 


meeting: Wednesday, April 22, BSW&S Conference Room.)

2.
Scott Bosse announced Greater Yellowstone Coalition was reconsidering its


organizational agenda in light of financial pressures and had preliminarily decided


to get out of water issues.  He will keep WSF informed.  James Taylor asked
            what would become of the ORW request currently before the Board of 

Environmental Review and Scott said “good question.”  James noted the petition
            had been one of the issues driving the Forum’s activities and hoped either GYC or 
            another conservation group could be found to participate.  Jon Holtzman pointed 
            out that public health issues could also become more important giving findings of
            coliform in public water supplies in the canyon.

3.
The group discussed its increased focus on snowmaking as a method of managing


treated wastewater and reconfirmed its sense that bringing DEQ into the process 


as a partner would be important.


Scott suggested devoting his next column in the Bozeman Chronicle to the

            operations of the Wastewater Solutions Forum – bringing diverse groups together


to address issues which often were stymied by taking positions and sides.  The 

group encouraged his suggestion. 


Mike DuCuennois repeated his offer of a test site for snowmaking with 


wastewater at the Yellowstone Club.  He will develop an outline of what

            hardware will be required to undertake a test.


Ron Edwards said eventually we would have to find additional resources to fund


the design and conduct of a test and suggested the Resort Tax as a possible

source.  Ron will work with Ray Armstrong, HKM Engineering, to develop a

preliminary budget and an application to the Resort Tax by the time of that 

group’s deadline for applications in April.  
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Jon Holtzman suggested working directly with the DEQ to assure any test


conducted met their criteria and answered all of their questions.  “In fact we


should try to engage them as a partner.  The benefit could apply to all ski resort


areas in the state.  There is no reason they couldn’t and shouldn’t be a joint funder


of a demonstration project.”


James agreed snowmaking was a primary objective but urged the group not to


forget other options such as drainfields.


Path forward:


A.  Ron Edwards will consult with Ray Armstrong to develop a preliminary 


     budget for planning and conducting a demonstration project.  Mike 


     DuCuennois will coordinate with his counterparts as Moonlight (Kevin


     Germain) and Big Sky Resort (Mike Unruh) in defining what was needed


     to conduct a test.


     That group will meet separately to develop a plan to the point where Ron


     can write a proposal for Resort Tax support.  They plan to meet in early


     April.


B.   Scott Bosse plans to write a column for the Chronicle to discuss the 


      operation of the Forum and what he sees as a positive way to address


      potentially contentious issues.


C.   The Forum will further discuss a meeting with DEQ – either in Helena or


      Big Sky – to ask for a cooperative approach to designing and conducting


      the demonstration.  The groups wants to be certain at the end of any

      test all of DEQ’s questions are answered and concerns allayed.

4.
The State Board of Environmental Review has extended the comment period


on amending the rules to grant Outstanding Resource Water status to the 


Gallatin until July 15, 2009.  The notice said the board had received a comment


that extending wastewater hookup for central treatment along the Gallatin would


be more effective in protecting the river than would an ORW designation.

5.
Jon Holtzman provided Forum members with the text of remarks about Forum 


activities he had delivered at the annual meeting of the Blue Water Task Force on


February 19.

6.
The next meeting was set for 1 p.m., Wednesday, April 22 at the BS&W Conference Room.
7.
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m.

