UPPER GALLATI N WATERSHED ABCs..or .\Wo’ s doi ng what up here???

What’ s goi ng on?

Who can you contact?

How can you
partici pate?

TMDL: Total Maximum Daily Load

In response to the requirenents of the US C ean
Water Act, the Montana Departnent of

Environmental Quality (DEQ assessed each stream
in the state to identify those that are inpaired.
An inpaired stream has sone pol |l ution problem
that is preventing it fromone or nore uses of
the stream (like recreation, fish habitat, or
drinking water). For each inpaired stream the
DEQ nust identify the pollutants that are causing
probl ens and determn ne the maxi num anount of each
pol lutant that the stream can accept or carry

wi t hout being inpaired. Then a plan is devel oped
to reduce pollutants so that this maxi mum

anmount —or “load” — s net. This process is
called TMDL Pl anning. The DEQis able to access
EPA noney by engagi ng | ocal organi zati ons and
comrunities in the process. Inthe Gllatin

Wat ershed, the BWIF is leading this effort, which
allows for the community to have nore direct

input in the process and in the final pollution
reducti on pl an.

Bl ue Water Task Force (BWF)

Katie Alvin

(406) 995-4601
http://ww. bl uewat ert askf orce. or g/

Contact Katie Alvin to be
added to the BWF emnmi
list.

Keep an eye out for public
partici pati on events.
Attend public neetings
that will be planned as

di fferent phases of the

pl anni ng effort are

i mpl enment ed.

ORW CQutstandi ng Resource Water

I'n June of 2000, Anerican Wldlands initiated a
canpaign to give the Gallatin River the ORW

desi gnation. The official ORWdesignation will be
made or rejected after a full review of the

i npacts of such a designation (see EIS).

American W I dl ands

(406) 586-8175

i nfo@\ | dl ands. org
http://ww. w | dl ands. org/gal |l atin/

Cont act Anerican W/ dl ands
for nore information.

El'S: Environnental | npact Statenent
After accepting the ORWnom nation, the State
gave responsibility for reviewng the inpacts of
such a designation to the Departnent of
Environmental Quality (DEQ. The EI S was

conpl eted by an independent contractor and was
made avail able for review. The comment period is
now cl osed, but the docunent is on the internet.

MI' DEQ
Greg Hall sten
(406) 444-3276

http://tinyurl.conlyfhbum

Comment s have been

recei ved and the Board of
Envi ronment al Revi ew wi | |
be maki ng reconmendati ons
to the state | egislature.

MBU Research: Effects of Muntain
Resort Devel opnent on Streamnat er
Ni trogen Export: the Inportance of

Spati al Location

Kristin Gardner, MSU PhD candi dat e,
how ni trogen noves through a smal

| ooking at | and use, |and cover, topography, and
other variables. Kristin is using the Wst Fork
Wat ershed as her study area, which allows her to
| ook at a wi de spectrumof |and use from pristine
wi | derness to devel oped areas.

i s studying
wat er shed by

of Land Resources and
St udi es (LRES)

MSU Dept .
Envi ronnent a

Kristin Gardner

(406) 994-5705

http://1 andresour ces. nont ana. edu/
wat er shed/ gar dner/

Kristin often invol ves the
public in her research
Contact her to
participate.




MSU Research: Distribution of riparian
veget ati on and associ at ed
environnental conditions in the Upper
Gl l atin and Yel | owst one River

wat er sheds

MSU Dept. of LRES
Levi a Shoutis
(406) 994-6499

Cont act Levia for
i nformation.

nore




